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‘What are YOU going to do?’ 


Director's challenge to the Movement. 


t Central Council this year, 
in early November, Mike 
Lyddiard was reappointed 

for a further five years as Director. 
‘It is a tough and lonely job’ said 
Peter Smith (CEC) who proposed the 
motion, and he paid tribute to all 
Mike had done during his first term. 
The CEC was sure that Mike was the 
right person to lead Toc H into the 
Millennium. Council readily agreed. 


In a hard-hitting address, Mike said 
he would not have agreed to carry 
on unless he believed Toc H had a 
real future - through ‘the powerful 
combination of God's Will and our 
effort’. He stressed though that our 
efforts must be unceasing, and he 
consistently challenged Council by 
asking each and every one ‘What 
are YOU going to do?’ for Toc H. 


A clear way forward 


Sometimes, Mike said, Toc H had 
been confused about the way 
forward. Now we had clear ‘Foci’ - 
Our work with lonely people under 
the ‘Sole Survivors’ schemes, work 
with ‘Families under Pressure’, 
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Mike Lyddiard with Di Claxton, Council Chairman, relaxing after a hard day. 


‘Chaplaincy' Events, our Project 
Programme, our fundraising 
campaign (concentrating on Toc H 
shops), and Training and Follow-up. 
All this work was aimed to realise 
our Vision. 


Mike reminded Council that we must 
never discount small actions. ‘Some 
small deed we do today may have a 
huge effect on someone else without 
us ever knowing it'. He reminded 
Council that what members could do 
to build Toc H included raising money. 
He recalled Tubby's maxim that ‘The 
Cash-box can be as spiritual as the 
Chapel’. To branches that moan how 
hard it is to attract young people he 
said ‘Look elsewhere to the many 
people retiring earlier and the 
changing social patterns that breed 
isolation. Many have huge expenence 
and talents’. 


The need for unity 


Mike ended by stressing that, 
however goad the Objectives, they 
could not be achieved unless the 
staff can work in an active 
partnership ‘with all those members 


-— who share our 


certainty that Toc H 
has a real future’. 
“We must work as 
one’ he said. After ` 
we have had our 
disagreements and 
discussions, and 
the decisions are 
made, we must 

go forward as one 
body. That way, 
‘we can turn our 
dreams into reality!’ 
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Bringing people together 


Toc H 


Toc H is about people. Founded In 
1915, Toc H works to break down 
barriers between people by 
chalienging thelr prejudices about 
others and the divisions which exist 
In soclety. Its work Is based on 
Christian principles, and people of all 
falths, and of none, are welcomed. 


Toc H works with people from all walks 
of life, tackling social problems such as 
loneliness and deprivation through an 
approach which emphasises self-help, 
and encourages people to accept 
responsibility for themselves and their 
local community. 


Toc H uses the model of the compass 
to offer four personal challenges which 
are the inspiration for its members. 
The Four Points of the Compass are:- 


1. Friendship - ‘To Love Widely’ - 
to welcome all in friendship, 


2. Service - 'To Build Bravely’ - 
to give personal service. 


3. Fairmindedness - ‘To Think Fairly’ - 
to listen always to the views 
of others and to find one's 
own convictions. 


4. The Kingdom of God - ‘To Witness 
Humbly' - to acknowledge the 
spiritual nature of man, to practise 
the Christian way of life, and to help 
the truth to prevail. 


Our Vision is of a Movement 
‘Bullding better communities by 
reaching out to all In friendship and 
service, confronting prejudice, and 
practising Christian values’. 


Toc H Is a registered charity No 211042. 


IN THIS ISSUE: 


Central Council 1998 
Toc H Week Roll of Honour 


Bridlington Shop progress 


THE NEW C.E.C. 


The 1998/1999 Central Executive 
Committee is: Chris Bostack, 

Di Claxton, Janet Clay, 

Peter Ellis, Noreen Douglas, 
Andrea Fairhurst, Arthur 
Heffernan, Anne Puddicombe, 
Derek Ridgway, Peter Smith, 
Laurie Tuckey, Chris Williams, 
and, by co-option, John Dickson, 
and Marjorie Marsh. 


The new CEC has elected Peter 
Ellis as Chairman, and Di Claxton 
as Vice-Chairman. 


Derek Ridgeway, (Chairman of Finance and Properties 
Committee) shows Hon Treasurer Jeremy Topham 
one of the new Toc H ‘money spinners’. 


Point 3 is the magazine of Toc H. It takes 
its name from the 3rd Polnt of the Toc H 
Compass, ‘Falrmindedness". It seeks to 
Inform, to encourage and to stimulate. 


Editor: John Mitchell c/o Toc H Central 
Services, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 

Tel: 01296 623911. Fax: 01296 696137 
E-mall: Info@toch.org.uk 


Letters Editor : Ken Prideaux-Brune. 
Next copy deadline: 14th January 1999 


A full copy of the current editorlal policy 
Is available on request from the Editor. 


The opinions expressed are those of the 
individual concerned and not necessarily 
the views of the Editor or Toc H. 


While Point 3 is made available to all 
members free of charge, voluntary 
contributions are welcome. 


The Editors reserve the right to cut 

or précis articles and letters submitted 
unless the writer specifically stipulates 
otherwise. 


Printed on chlorine-free, 
environmentally friendly paper. 


CENTRAL COUNC: 


entral Council, the Annual 

Meeting of Toc H, was held 

at Swanwick, Derbyshire, 
in early November. The formal 
business formed only part of the 
Meeting, and, in Discussion Groups 
about the future shape of the week- 
end, many Councillors affirmed that, 
for them, there was much value in 
the other aspects of Council. 


This year these other aspects 
included: 


e Discussion Groups on Fundraising 
(with particular talk about the 
Shops campaign) and on the 


future of Central Council meetings. 


e Presentation of a new video 
about the origins of Toc H 
produced by our Chaplaincy 
Team - which gave those who 
had made it the opportunity 
to get useful feedback from 
a large Toc H audience. 


e A brief and lively slide 
presentation from our Fund- 
raisers on ‘All that is good in 
TOCH 


e Separate meetings for some 
regions, so that their Councillors 
could meet and talk. 


e The Director's speech 
(see Front cover) 


e Acts of Worship - including an 
Agape meal. 
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e A report on Te Week, and 
a general discussion about 
repeating it in 1999. 

Colin Ridgway will be writing 
about this in February Point 3. 


e Displays about Toc H Week, 
the Rickmansworth Activity 
Centre and general Toc H 
material, and... 


e Endless private conversations 
between Councillors and Guests 
and Staff. 


The formal business 


e A procedural Resolution to make 
sure that the way Council elected 
its Central Executive Committee 
was in line with the requirements 
of the Royal Charter. 


e The reappointment of 
Mike Lyddiard as Director for 
five more years. 


e The reappointment of our 
Auditors. 


e The election of a new CEC 
(see top left notice.) 


e The Trustees Report and Annual 
Accounts. 


e A Resolution to pave the way 
for a system which would include 
children between eight and 16 
as part of Toc H, even though 
they may not become formal 
members. (see page 3) 


Welcome to our New Members 


Edith Curtis - Clacton 

Ruby Denham - Enfield 

Joseph Brownbill - Halton 

Rosemary Blanchard - High Brooms 
Peter Foster - Ipswich 

Lyndsy Barker, Darrolyn von Mickwitz - 
Leeds Tag 


Guest Members 


Fiona Burchell, Carolyn Moody, 
Gordon Osborne, Susan Osborne - 
ME Projects 

Christopher Dixon, Mohammed Khan, 
Christoph von Mickwitz, Nora 
O'Sullivan, Celia Pawson - NE Projects 
Yvonne Preston - Southern 

Helen Appleyard, Patricia Butcher, 
Robert Cross, Elizabeth Fleeman, 


Christopher Boyde, Donna Egan, 
Sean Egan, Jacqueline Graham, 
Deborah Farrand, Victoria Owen, 
Cherrie Powell, Gary Snelgrove - 
Manchester 

Shirley Arnold - Rushden 

Eileen Day - Trimley 


Cardon Gibson, Jennifer Gosling, 

Ms Gray, Michael Ingram, Ronald 
Walker, Katherine Sugg - SE Projects 
Gwendoline Bowes, Barbara Clifford, 
Barbara Staples, Kathleen Taylor, 
Janet Tilley - SW Projects 

Brian Richards, Hazel Richards, 
Sonia Rose, Derek Trepte, Jennifer 
Trepte - WM/SW Projects 


Welcome to 47 New Members 


Falth Barlow, John Barlow, David Barlow and Stephen Roberts, enrolled last month. 
are not Guest Members but Members of Halton 


TRAL COUNCIL 1998 


CHILDR tod (VELCOME..... 


entrail Council warmly 

accepted a Motion which 

would lead to Toc H setting 
up some form of ‘membership’ for 
children between eight and 16. 


In proposing this, Chris Bostock 
explained the CEC thinking. She 
spoke of her own experience of 
meeting Toc H as a child, and 
‘helping Dad!’. She said there were 
many children around who would 
love to come in and help, but could 
not become ‘members’ because of 
the Royal Charter limit of 16. They 
want to feel they belong, she said, 
and we should encourage them. 


The proposal was aimed at children 
of eight and over. Chris explained this 
was because, at eight, children were 
becoming socially responsible. They 
are also beginning to explore spiritual 
ideas, and the National Curriculum 
states that there should be a moral, 
social and religious element in 
Education. Also the Children Act 
1989 does not regulate activities for 
children of eight or more. 


It is clear Toc H cannot afford staff 
time for this. The intention 
therefore is to set up an Honorary 
post to keep contact with these 
children, produce a newsletter and 
generally bring them in more closely. 


SHOP NEWS 


The Bridlington Shop has now been 
running for over three months, 
although the official ‘opening’ was 
on 5th September. Chery! Pickard, 
the manager, writes: 


We are now normally open four 
full days and two half days, and 
have eleven helpers - some of 
whom come twice a week. 

They range from Toc H members 
to ladies who started off as 
customers and now see life from 
the other side of the counter 
(we promise them a friendly 
environment, tea and biscuits)! 


he ; es 
Councillors at work. A vote Is taken. 


TRUSTEES’ 
REPORT AND 
ACCOUNTS. 


he formal 
presentation of 
the Report and 
Accounts was made 
by Di Claxton, Chairman 
and Jeremy Topham, 
Hon Treasurer. 


Last year, they said, had clearly 
been dominated by worries over 
money. In January '98 the CEC 
reviewed the situation and realised 
that, despite previous savings, 
Toc H was still heading for a deficit 
of £400,000. The CEC decided it 
must make more savings, but in a 
way that would least damage our 
long-term development. The cuts, 
therefore, had to come from the 
administrative side of Toc H. 

After deciding the absolute 


SHOP NEWS 


The age range is 22 to 83 - that 
really is people working together. 


We have a number of ‘regular’ 
customers who come in for a 
chat as well as a bargain. It is a 
pleasure to see people coming 
back again and again, treating us 
like friends. Some are young 
people setting up home in flats or 
bedsits, who need crockery and 
bedding. Some are bookworms 
seeking a good read or students 
hunting text-books. One lady 
wanted a ‘posh frock’ for a 
function and a homeless man 


Councillors at play. isabella Baird 
contemplates her next move. 


minimum staff necessary for 
administration, a number of 
redundancies were made. 


There have also been 
savings on Point 3, in the 
Project scene (where the 
Co-ordinators have 
nobly filled the gap 
left by the loss of 
the National Event 
Co-ordinator), 

and in Project 
promotion for 
1999. Coupled 
with this, the CEC 
has created new 
Foci for the Future 
(which Mike listed 
during his speech - 
see front cover). 
This is to ensure 
we use our 
resources in a focused way. The 
Chairman made a passionate plea 
to members to respond, to say 
what they felt, to answer when 
consulted, and to be part of the 
process of making decisions. She 
said that the CEC was working on 
the basis of always ensuring there 
was funding for at least five more 
years. ‘We have a future’ she said , 
‘Go out and tell people about the 
Toc H that is looking to the future!’ 


SHOP NEWS 


wanted winter clothes. We get 
knitters, dressmakers and even 
local artists seeking picture 
frames. 


1 do want to thank all Toc H 
members, locally and from farther 
afield, who have donated goods to 
the shop. It is so much appreciated 
and it ALL sells. If you ever want 

to visit the shop - whether you live 
locally or are in Yorkshire on holiday 
- do ring first. Call either the shop 
on 01262-606936 or me (Cheryl) 
on 01262-676697, and we will make 
sure there is a cup of tea ready! 
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he Toc H Week initiative had 
] an encouraging response. 
We list here events that took 
place, which we know about, but we 
hope branches will tell us if we have 


missed them out. 
Ayr: a COFFEE MORNING. 


Barkingside a WINE-AND-CHEESE 
GUEST NIGHT with Fifty visitors. 


Bedford Toc H Plus+ Group: two 
COFFEE MORNINGS. 


Buckingham: a 'WISHING WEEK' for 
senior citizens. Among the wishes that 
will come true are a visit to the R.A.F. 
Memorial at Runnymede, a tour of the 
Cotswolds, and a ride in a steam train. 
Burraton members spoke to OTHER 
ORGANISATIONS about Toc H, as part 
of an ongoing publicity campaign. 
Cambridge: a Coffee Moming in aid of 
the BANGLADESH FLOOD APPEAL 
raised £135. 


The staff at Central Services helped at 
the Wendover Charity Shop, and rana 


MARKET STALL in the Wendover Market. 


Chard: an EXHIBITION in the local library 
to commemorate 60 years of Toc H in 
the town, and a SOCIAL for housebound 
people locally. 


Cheadle Hulme: a BRING-AND-BUY 
and COFFEE MORNING. 


Christchurch and Bournemouth: a 
BLOOD DONOR RECRUITMENT DAY 


Coupar Angus: a successful TEDDY 
BEARS’ PICNIC open to young and not 
so young, and a good cross-section 

of the community came. The Teddies 
ranged from a ‘biker’ Teddy to one 
made of Gingerbread (see photo). 


Crewkerne:a ONE-DAY CHARITY SHOP 


Eimstead (in the Haywain District): 

a COFFEE MORNING, and the branch 
used the proceeds to present gifts 
to members of a lunch club for 
elderly and housebound people, run 
by local volunteers. 


Ripon and District Group combined 
with Oatlands Harrogate Branch to run 
a FAMILY FUN DAY in Ripon. Though 
local take-up was low, a lot of people 
came from further away, including two 
people from Warrington. The sun 
shone, over 75 cream teas were sold, 
and the children enjoyed a clown, 
Punch and Judy and face-painting. 
Many other charities and groups ran 
stalls, so it was an excellent exercise 
in community relations... and later in 
the week there was a LONELY 
PEOPLE'S TEA PARTY to which 30 
people came, and enjoyed teas, music 
and singing. The event ended with a 
Reflective Hour. 


Exeter: an EXHIBITION and a special 
SERVICE in a city-centre church. 


Falmouth: a QUIET DAY 


Gloucester: a ‘TEA PARTY’ in aid of 

the Leonard Cheshire Homes, to 
celebrate over 50 years’ link with Toc H, 
and the TOC H PHOENIX (the rowing 
boat that crossed the Atlantic) on view 
in Gloucester Docks. 


Great Yarmouth: a BALLOON RACE and 
SPONSORED BIKE RIDE on the pier. 


Harpenden Branch, who run a regular 
bookstall, ran a PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN 
alongside it on two days during 

Toc H Week 


Hoddesdon: a GUEST NIGHT, honoured 
by the local Mayor and Mayoress. 


Ipswich: a BRIC-A-BRAC STALL which 
seems likely to bring in a new member. 
The Men's Branch also took gifts of 
fruit to a local Old People's Residential 
Home which they visit regularly, to 
mark Toc H Week. 


In Wednesfield, the Week coincided 
with the branch's 70th birthday. They 
organised a sucessful EXHIBITION in 
the library, which made contact with 
several former members. They also 
organised a PARTY FOR HOUSE- 
BOUND PEOPLE who used to know 
each other but had lost touch. This 
Was a great success, and the branch 
are planning to make this a regular 
monthly event in the New Year. 


Kempston: a CHILDREN'S PARTY, 
A WINE-AND-CHEESE GUEST NIGHT, A 
COLLECTION and a COFFEE MORNING. 


The Toc H WEEK il of 


Three members from Kent ran a 
COLLECTION at a service station on 
the M20, while others from Mill Hill, 
Central Services and elsewhere ran 
one in Rickmansworth, plus an open- 
air display. 

Leominster: a CONCERT in the local 
Methodist church. 

Melton Mowbray: a successful BAZAAR 
which raised over £800 for Toc H work. 


Newport members (Gwent) took on two 
initiatives - a HARVEST LUNCH which 
was attended by over 50 people known 
to Toc H because they attend the 
weekly Coffee Moming, and a DRIVE IN 
THE FOREST OF DEAN for the people 
with physical disabilities who attend the 
monthly party. 


Walsall Branch (where the idea of Toc H 
Week came from in the first place!) 
were very active. The Week started with 
13 members and friends enjoying a 
weekend in the Lake District based at 
the Toc H Centre at Langdale. The 
following Saturday they ran a BLOOD 
DONOR DAY, which they do annually, 
and this time they recruited 361 new 
donors. On the next day they were out 
in force promoting the CANNOCK 
CHASE ‘Access for the Disabled’ project. 
They had previously produced a good- 
quality brochure promoting the project, 
and sent it to 80 local organisations. 

On the Sunday, five of these turned up, 
were very impressed and went away 
promising to spread the word. Neither 
of these two initiatives was a ‘one-off’, 
and both will be pursued. 


Newport (Isle of Wight): a Michaelmas 
Day SERVICE. 


Orston (Nottingham): a COFFEE 
MORNING. 


In Reading a lone member organised 
an EXHIBITION in his local library 


Saltford Branch arranged ‘AN EVENING 
WITH STEVE ISAACS AND MARK 
STUBBS' - our Atlantic Rowers - as 
well as a REFLECTIVE DAY open to all. 


Sheaf (Sheffield): a SALE in aid of 
Khasdobir, plus a Toc H DISPLAY 


Shire Green: a GARDEN PARTY 
Skelmorile: a CEILIDH 


STRTW Group (Skipton): a QUIZ 
NIGHT involving people from other 
local organisations. 


F Ho: 


Solihull: DISPLAYS in two local libraries 


Í Our... 


Somerset District: a FASHION SHOW. 


St.Albans: a COFFEE MORNING in aid 
of Khasdobir 


. Swindon and Wroughton Branch: a 
BLOOD DONOR DAY. 


Taunton: an EXHIBITION in the County 
Library 


Tubby’s Poperinge Group: a JUMBLE 
SALE in Haringe, a small village near 
Poperinge, and distribution of publicity 
leaflets 

Wakefleld: a DISPLAY and an OPEN 
MEETING. 


Watford Ladles raised FUNDS TO BUY 
TOYS for children in a local hospital. 


Weymouth: a COFFEE MORNING in a 
town-centre church 


Wolverhampton and Penn Branches 
organised a very successful LINE DANCE. 
In the interval they distributed leaflets 
and, even though a profit was not 


intended, the evening brought in £238. 
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The Wolverhampton and Penn Line Dance. 


Wolverhampton Branch took part in the 
PRAYER VIGIL on Michaelmas Day. 


Wyre Forest: a SALE and EXHIBITION 

in Bewdley, advertising a GUEST NIGHT, 
an ILLUSTRATED LECTURE and a 
COFFEE MORNING. 


| Northants District had a busy week! 

On the 26th there was an OPEN 
MEETING ‘What is Toc H?’ at the 
Toc H Centre in Rushden. On the 
28th Rushden Men held a WHIST 
DRIVE. On the 29th Higham Ferrers 
Ladies ran a BEETLE DRIVE AND 
SAUSAGE AND MASH SUPPER, 
while Rushden Oakley Branch ran a 
HARVEST SALE AND SUPPER. On 
the 1st Pytchiey Branch had a WINE 
TASTING evening, and on the 2nd 
members turned out yet again for a 
BLOOD DONOR APPEAL in Rushden. 


Miss Wales added a touch of glamour when 
Rhy! Branch held a well-supported Tombola 
stall in August. £200 was ralsed, to be shared 
between Toc H central funds, the Rhy! Toc H 
Children's Centre and a Hospice In Romania for 
seriously I! orphans. 


E.C. AND TOWER HILL BRANCH 
celebrated its 73rd birthday on 
Sunday 25th October at All Hallows, 
the Toc H Guild Church. There was a 
special Eucharist (during which Light 
was taken) after which over 30 
members and friends sat down to a 
lunch ‘with a Belgian flavour’. The 


branch meets weekly, and is growing. 


BEDFORD BRANCH organised a ‘day 
to remember’ for the members of 
the Bedford St Raphael Club for 
Disabled. The club visited Alison 
House, and were very impressed by 
the welcome received, the catering, 


the gardens and the lovely views. 
(Note: Bedford Branch is not to be 
confused with the newly formed 
Bedford Toc H Plus+ Group. Ed) 


Toc H In Crewkerne Is 83 and still afloat - and 
that was the theme of thelr Pirate Ship float In 
the local Carnival. The ship, named ‘Sea Witch’ 
won first prize In Its class - and even had 
smoking guns! 


130 members of Toc H descended 
on the village of Irchester, near 


Wellingborough, on 10th October for 


the annual AREA DAY. The main 


speaker was the Rev Colin Alsbury 
(formerly connected with the 
Families under Pressure Scheme in 
Cheshire), who now lives in 
Kettering. He spoke on the role of 
Pilot in Toc H. Later the MASK 
Drama Group, and members of 
Irchester Church and the Methodist 
Church gave an Old Tyme Music Hall, 
with much audience participation. 


The day concluded with a service 

of Rededication, led by Terry Brown, 
Div 3 Chaplain. A very successful day 
with good support. 


Norah Bishop, Chairman of Swindon and 
Wroughton Branch, cuts the cake to celebrate 
the 30th aniversary of the opening, by Tubby, 
of the Branch Room. She is helped by Bob Court, 
District Chairman. 


A young woman from Germany, Alex, 
was for some months a resident at 
the BIRMINGHAM TOC H COMMUNITY 
HOUSE. She has now moved back to 
her native Bavaria, but has just been 
in touch with Toc H in Birmingham to 
ask for a copy of the World Chain of 
Light Service, so that she can be with 
us in Spirit on December 11/12th. 


Holldaymakers at Hengrave Hall, Suffolk, during 
the annual project there In July. 


LE. 


Christlan Values 

My reaction to Diccon Lowe's letter in 
September is in two parts. Firstly, in 
order to ascertain what is meant by 
anything which contains the word 
Christian, | would always make the 
suggestion, not to ask the vast range 
of people Diccon says that he has 
approached, but to look in the New 
Testament, where the whole root of all 
things Christian is to be found. In the 
Gospels Jesus is asked which is the 
greatest commandment. His two part 
reply is to love God with all you have 
and to love others as you love yourself 
(my paraphrase). We love ourselves 
enough to try to ensure that we do not 
go hungry, lonely, cold, homeless, and 
so on. Therefore, as Christians that is 
how we should try to behave towards 
others, and | believe that is a good 
starting point, albeit a very simplistic 
one, for considering ‘Christian Values’. 


The second part of my answer would 
be to bring in another point which has 
caused considerably more trouble than 
it should have: why are they called 
Christian values when they are also 
values held in very high regard by many 
others? | accept totally that there are 
many other faiths, now with large 
followings in this country, which try to 
uphold the same values and would 
possibly prefix the word ‘values’ with 
their own wording. My motivation for 
what | do, and for the way | behave, is 
purely down to my own faith as a 
Christian, and the love God has given 
me for others. | therefore call them 
Christian values. | do not claim, and 
would contest any claim, that they are 
exclusively Christian values. | do not 
object to what anyone else calls them 
as long as they also do not try to claim 
any exclusivity for them. 


The important thing as far as | am 
concerned is that, whatever we want 
to call these values, we all try to 
practise them; and that is something 
we can, and must, all do in co- 
operation. They are what Toc H was 
built on and what the world is crying 
out for. Let us not add to, or be 
deflected from, the problems of this 
world by being drawn into fighting over 
what names we give these values, or 
by claiming no one else is as good as 
we are. 

Terry Brown 
Division 3 Chaplain/Development Officer 


Just Good Friends 

When Connie Pring and | became joint 
secretaries of the UK Friends of Talbot 
House 11 years ago the house was 
going through a bad patch with few 
parties visiting. The possibility of its 
closure was even the subject of a 
lengthy discussion at Central Council. It 
was then that the idea occurred to us 
that, with the money so generously 
donated by the Friends, we could 
undertake a planned, room-by-room 
refurbishment of the whole house. This 
involved not only renewing curtains and 
bedspreads, but choosing new wall 
coverings, buying new furniture, rugs, 
mirrors, and everything needed to 
make the house more comfortable. 
The Friends have also provided 
numerous small items for the house as 
and when required and have donated 
£2,000 towards the restoration of the 
old Concert Hall recently acquired by 
the Talbot House Association. Our aim 
has been, not to provide hotel-quality 
accommodation, but to maintain a 
standard acceptable for the 1990s and 
beyond so that the Old House will 
continue to be a home from home for 
all its many visitors. 


Many, but not all, of the Friends are 

Toc H members. Connie and | would like 
to say a special thank-you to them all. 
Without the wonderful support and 
generosity of the Friends none of this 
would have been possible. And, if you're 
not yet a member, Pat Phillips at Central 
Services will gladly send you details! 


Greta Lynn 
Rushden 


NOTE. There is a growing shortage 
of resident Wardens at the now 
flourishing Talbot House. If you would 
be interested in giving a month - ora 
fortnight - to hosting the hundreds 
of visitors who pass through its 
doors do contact Mike Lyddiard at 
Central Services. 


Bring in the under-16s 

The Central Council passed a motion 
designed to bring young people under 
16 more fully into the Toc H family. The 
South Western Region would like to 
develop a selective mission along the 
following lines: to concentrate, in the 
first instance, on a limited ‘population’ 
and, if successful, develop from there. 


The focus would be on a limited number 


of schools in the ciics=- <cwn or city, 
perhaps a particular estate or area in 
that town. The target group would be 
the 11-14 year olds (the first three 
years in senior school, before their 
attention is largely on examinations), 
the difficult age of finding something 
‘not boring’ to do. The object would 
be to nurture project activities within 
the schools, to spread the Toc H ethos 
and to lead towards school Toc H 
branches with a strong social and 
environmental! basis. 


In my own branch we already have 
boys and girls who, in their own way, 
contribute to Toc H. Some collect tin foil 
at their school, others help at fetes and 
the local Carnival, and some take an 
active part each year in the Christmas 
entertainment of the older people in the 
area. We have already, for a few years 
now, called them the Twigs of the 
Crewkerne branch. 

Phyllis Wright 

Crewkerne 


Direct Mail 

Last week Gorleston joint branch 
discussed the recent issue of Point 3. 
It was felt that, with economy in 
mind, the present form is satisfactory. 
However we all thought it quite 
unnecessary for a copy to be sent to 
each member. Surely they could be 
despatched in bulk to the branch and 
then distributed to members. This must 
save postage and, possibly, labour. 


Marjorie Scarlett 
Great Yarmouth 


NOTE: The CEC decided to mail Point 
3 direct to members because, under 
the bulk mail system, many members 
only saw the magazine after a long 
delay and some never received it at 
all. Inevitably people are, at times, 
unable to attend branch meetings - 
even branch secretaries fall ill 
occasionally. And, of course, many 
members don't belong to branches. 
it seems more important that 

every member should receive a copy 
promptly than that we save a 
comparatively small amount through 
mailing in bulk. 


Why not E-mail your 


letters to us on: 
info@toch.org.uk 


SON (BILL) 5EDiVARDS, who died 
i october, aged 6Y, was a founder 
member of Alvechurch Branch. He 
aspired to and lived by Toc H principles, 
and was active until this year. The 
branch could not have wished for a 
better member, and he was held in 
great esteem in the local community. 
We shall miss him greatly. JH 


MARY PHILLIPS, who died in October 
aged 93, was a member of Bitterne 
Branch until she became too ill to attend. 
She was the Pilot for several years, and is 
remembered with affection by us all. CC 


FLORENCE KATHLEEN 'KAY' LINGWOOD, 
who died in October aged 87, first 
attended Toc H meetings before she was 
16 and too young to join. First in the 
West Country, and later at Ipswich, she 
was a very loyal member, always keen to 
help. She was at various times Chairman 
and secretary of lpswich Ladies and 
chairman of the Colne-Orwell District. DT 


KATHLEEN WILLIAMSON, who died 
last year aged 96, was a long-standing 
member. She first joined Toc H in 
Harrow, but in the late 1940s moved 
to Southampton where she joined 

the branch and was a loyal member 
there over the years. CC 


OBITUARIES 


In August Olive Tanzell 


Violet Brown 
Eileen Purser 


In September 


Flora Evans 
Francis Gillard 
Ethel Kime 
Annie Leach 
Earnest Lee 
George Wheeler 


In October 


Margaret Burgess 
Kathleen Williamson 


In November 


Not Previously 
Recorded Mary Phillips 


Arthur Rust 


TRIBUTES 


FRANK GILLARD, whose name was a 
byword in the BBC, died in October. 
He joined Toc H in 1933 in his home 
town of Wellington, Somerset. As a 
war correspondent, he was the first 
Toc H member from the UK to enter 
Talbot House, Poperinge, after its 
liberation in 1944. His broadcast 
from Talbot House that day touched 
the hearts of thousands of Toc H 
members worldwide. Many members 
will have heard his voice recently 
during the Radio 4 programme 

‘A small flame in Flanders’. 


CYRIL DAVEY, for over ten years Padre 
of Nailsea Branch, died in October. A 
gifted communicator, both in speech 
and in writing, he was very much the 
branch's spiritual leader, showing how 
to live by the 4 Points of the Compass. 
Despite failing eyesight and being unable 
to drive, he unfailingly offered pastoral 
support to ill and bereaved members. 
He would entertain members with 
stories of his work in India in the 1940s, 
as a Chaplain to the local community 
and also to the British forces on the 
North West frontier. The Christian 
fellowship (‘The Wesley Ladgers'), which 
he formed there, led over 30 men to 
offer themselves for ordination, and 
continues today back in the U.K. LE 


Bournemo uta ago, Dorothy Howie, 
from Toc H in Australia, 
RAINEN visited the UK. She 
Kempston stayed with Marjorie 
Marsh. Before she 
Wroughton retured home she was 
Wellington presented with this 
Dover banner, which is now a 
Spotland treasured possession. 
Long Eaton BUT, no-one now 
Weybridge knows which branch 
presented it to her - and 
Clacton who actually made tt. 
Southampton Can anyone help? 
If so, please contact 
Marjorie Marsh at: 
Bitterne 
Hythe West Midlands B65 OEJ 


WHO DONE IT? 


asks Marjorie Marsh, about this banner. 


Some 8 to 10 years 


72 Elizabeth Prout Gardens, High St., Rowley Regis, 


ETHEL KIME, who died in October 
aged 89, joined Dover Women’s 
Branch shortly after the War, during 
which her husband was killed. 

She was a much valued, faithful 

and generous member, who was 
Chairman for many years, and also 
served at District level. Her passing 
leaves a large gap in Dover Branch’'s 
small circle. 


EARNEST LEE, was an active member 
of Long Eaton Branch from 1931. 

He was a tireless worker, especially 
during the War years, keeping the 
members together and the Branch 
going. He will be greatly missed, 
especially by our older members. GC 


ANNIE LEACH, who died in October, 
was a lovely person. She was held 

in high respect not only by her own 
branch, Spotland, but by all the 
Rochdale branches, many members of 
which came to pay their respects at 
her funeral. AK 


SYBIL WELCH, who died in August 
after much suffering, had been 

a long-serving secretary of 
Richmond (Surrey) Jt branch, and 
District Secretary. She will be 
greatly missed. PI 


GREETINGS 
FROMULK. 


A THANK YOU 


Former staff member, oF Si acco 
Ruby Relf, celebrated her 90th s- 


birthday in October. Our picture 
shows her cutting her cake, 
with help from Ken Prideaux- 
Brune, at a celebration in her 
honour at Prideaux House. 


Ruby thanks ‘all former 

colleagues and friends for their 

share in the celebration of my 

90th birthday but who were unable to join the gathering. 
Our wonderful host was our friend Gualter de Mello, who 
brought us together... As | tried to say there, the wonderful 
love and friendship shared over many years with staff 
colleagues and so many members in Toc H has given me 
more than | gave them’. 


TOC H ‘NOT MONOPOLY RACE’. 


On 17th July 1999 there will be a grand race round 
London - by bus, rail, tube or on foot - visiting various 
parts of London, including some railway stations, and 
perhaps the odd ‘Electric Company’ and Prison etc. 


We are seeking teams (of four people) to enter this. 
Overnight accommodation (floorspace) will be supplied on 
the night before. There will be a trophy for the winning 
team. Alongside the Race there is to be a fundraising 
competition in which, for a small donation to Toc H, people 
may estimate the time taken by the winning team. 


We hope to have a team from each Toc H Region, as well 
as from other organisations and groups. For teams who 
don't know London, advice about the route will be available. 


For details and application form, write to the Toc H 
‘Not Monopoly Race‘ c/o Central Services. 


FRIENDS 


A Fellowship and Holiday week-end 
in Hexham, Northumberland. 
5-7 Feb, Cost £20 
It may be winter outside but there will be a warm 
welcome if you come on this Friendship Circle 
weekend close to Hadrian's Wall in the North 
Pennines. A little local exploring (weather permitting) 
will add to friendly and relaxed enjoyment indoors. 
Children (with parents) welcome. 
Contact: Suzanne Dunwell, 31 Otterbeck Way 
Aiskew, Bedale, N.Yorks DL 8 1 XL 


FOUND - A THISTLE BROOCH 
At the Area Day in Northants on 10th October. 


If you have lost it, contact Megan Graham on 


01933 356671 


AN APOLOGY 


In our November issue, in the article ‘Climbing for 
Toc H’, we mistakenly referred to Michael Houghton 
as ‘David’. Apologies, Michael. 


SETTING UP A NEW GROUP 


Members and Staff may apply to the Development Working 
Group, c/o Central Services, for small grants towards the 
costs of starting a group. As soon as grcups are established, 
they should raise funds for their own costs and the cost of 
work they undertake, but before then there might be costs of 
posters, stamps, and room-hire for an open meeting. The new 
groups in question may be Project support groups, Sole 
Surviver groups, shop development groups or any other 
groups working towards any development focus eligible for 
core resources. 


Application fonns and guidelines available from Central 
Services. 


NOTE: The most recent grant for new work has been made 
to STROTW Group, based in Skipton. It is for 10% of the costs 
of a practical reconciliation project involving young people in 
Norther Ireland. They have already made links there. 


‘SAY HELLO TO THE NET’ 


A 24-hour workshop, for 
absolute beginners, on 

the Intemet and E-mail. 
From: Lunch time, 

Saturday March 13th to 
lunch on Sunday 14th March 
At: Prideaux House, Hackney. 
Cost: £20. 


A good opportunity for those who know nothing about it 
to leam their way around, find information, send E-mails, 
and generally ‘have a go’. Wonderful food, comfortable 
beds and good fellowship. 


To book a place write to John Mitchell c/o Central Services. 


PROMOTING TOC H 
EVENTS IN 1999 


An exciting programme of Events is being assembled 
for 1999. 


To promote these, there will be 30,000 small ‘flyers’. 
These will invite enquirers to write in for the full 
programme - and there will be 10,000 copies of the 
full programme. 

Supplies will be divided equally among the three 
Divisions (plus some at Central Services). 

They will be held by Regional Event Co-ordinators. 
So, if you can help in passing the word to anyone 
who might volunteer, or any agency or institution 
which has potential volunteers, PLEASE CONTACT 
YOUR CO-ORDINATOR. 

Details will also be going onto the Toc H website on 
the Internet. 
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